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             INSTRUMENTATION 

 

1 - Full Score  4 - Alto Sax 1  3 - French Horn 1     2 - Percussion 1 (Snare, BD) 

         1 - Piccolo  4 - Alto Sax 2  3 - French Horn 2     1 - Sleigh Bells  

         4 - Flute 1  2 - Tenor Sax  3 - Trombone 1       1 - Mallet 1 (Vibraphone – Opt.) 

4 - Flute 2  2 - Bass Clarinet  3 - Trombone 2       1 - Mallet 2 (Orchestra Bells) 

1 - Oboe  2 - Baritone Sax  2 - Euphonium       1 - Chimes 

1 1 - Bassoon 6 - Trumpet 1  2 - Euphonium T.C.   1 - Electric Guitar 

6 - Clarinet 1  6 - Trumpet 2  4 - Tuba               1 - Electric Piano 

6 - Clarinet 2                1 - Bass Guitar   

 

PROGRAM NOTES 
 

I wrote this piece with several thoughts in my mind. I wanted to do a holiday piece that was a little different, yet still 

incorporate some standard carol elements into a fantasy of sorts, with blended fusion elements. For as long as I can 

remember I have memories of walking down the street during the holiday season. For someone paying attention, you 

will note that so many people are stressed, some worried about just paying the bills, others about how they can buy 

those special gifts that their children hope for.  

 

Yet others are happy and carefree, and just love the ambiance, decorations and more, as they find joy in the 

season. Some people volunteer and give of their time, trying to help others find some happiness and peace, by 

sacrificing, working and donating to others.  

 

Some people are grinches and spread hatred, and cynicism thinking only of themselves. 

 

Depending on where you are, you can even find homeless people living in their boxes and/or warming themselves to 

fires in trashcans during brutal cold weather. Not everyone has cause to celebrate. 

 

So, this work tries to just speak to those things. Everyone has their favorite carols or songs of the season that stick in 

 

About the Composer 
 

Kevin Hanson (ASCAP) received an Associate of Arts from Northern Oklahoma College, a Bachelor of Arts from 

Northwestern Oklahoma State University, and a Master of Music from Boston University. He also holds a 

professional master's certification in arranging and orchestration from Berklee College of Music. After teaching for 

several years, he attended the Armed Forces School of Music and subsequently performed with the United States 

Army Bands for 9 years all over the world. He last served as an NCO conductor and Staff Band Arranger for the 

United States Army Japan Band. Mr. Hanson is the founder and former conductor of the Newark Symphonic Winds; 

a successful Tri-City Symphonic Wind Ensemble in the San Francisco Bay area. Throughout the years, he has also 

remained active in working with various church and community musical groups. His career in education has 

spanned three states working in Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and California, as well as the Department of Defense 

Schools, where he built successful and award-winning programs.  

their mind. And the representations of people change as you move down the street and throughout the stores. This 

piece ends on a happy tone. I think it’s important to try to find love and compassion during these times for our 

families and others. If we spread positive, happy vibes, we can possibly make the world a better place for everyone. 

I wish everyone a happy holiday season always. 
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 TIMEWORKS MUSIC PUBLISHING – HOLIDAY THOUGHTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

 

NEW MUSIC FOR  

 

BAND, ORCHESTRA, & JAZZ BAND 

 

STEVE COLDIRON 

DOUGLAS GIBSON 

STEVE GIOVE 

MICHAEL GOLEMO 

KEVIN HANSON 

JIM HASHMAN 

ED HUCKEBY 

ALEX HILLIARD 

WILLIAM MURRAY 

PHIL STONEBARGER 

STEPHANIE SIMON 
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