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Sea Island Spirituals
“Songs of the Gullahs”

Michael Golemo
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Instrumentation

4 - Flute Bb Trumpet 1 Percussion 1

2 - Oboe Bb Trumpet 2 Snare, Bass (2 Players)

4 - Bb Clarinet 1 Horn in F Percussion 2

4 - Bb Clarinet 2 Trombone/Bassoon/Euph. BC Crash Cymbals, Sus. Cymbal
4 - Alto Saxophone Euph. TC/Tenor Saxophone Tambourine (2 Players)

2 - Baritone Saxophone Tuba Timpani (Optional)

Piano Accompaniment

Bells

Program Notes

This piece was inspired during the composer’s visit with friends who live in Edisto Beach, South Carolina. It was here, that
he was introduced to the Gullah culture and its incredible history. Gullahs are an African American ethnic group from
predominantly the Lowcountry region of the United States including South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and the Sea Islands.

Gullahs were an enslaved people who often lived on large plantations. Their crafts such as sweetgrass baskets, farming,
fishing, music, rice-based cuisine, and story-telling traditions all exhibit strong influences from Central and West African
cultures.

Gullah spirituals often included call and response, blues notes, and improvisation. Their songs were about work and
religious services. It is said that more spirituals were written in the Sea Islands region than in any other part of the
country. This piece is a medley of three such spirituals: Michael, Row the Boat Ashore; Kumbaya; and Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot.

About the Composer

Michael Golemo is Director of Bands (since 1999) at lowa State University and served as the Chair of the Department of
Music & Theatre from 2005-2017. He is a nationally recognized conductor, adjudicator, clinician, and composer. A native
of Chicago, he received his bachelor of music education and master of music degrees from Northwestern University and his
doctorate in wind conducting from Michigan State University.
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ALSO AVAILABLE
BAND, ORCHESTRA, & JAZZ ENSEMBLE MUSIC

Featuring Original Works, and Excellent Arrangements

TIMEWORKS CHRONOS SERIES
For Beginning/Developing Band - Grade .5 to 1.5

March of the Samurai

Of Knights & Princesses

Call of the Vikings

llluminations (March)

Michael Golemo 1.0
Ed Huckeby 1.0
Ed Huckeby 1.5

Kevin Hanson 1.5

TIMEWORKS QUANTUM SERIES
For Concert Band - Grade 2 to 3

Hymne

Leo’s Song (Ballad)
Rock Creek Adventure
Bulldog 6 (March)

Slainte’

A Little Water & Imagination

Imperial Overture
User X

Hampton March
Early One Morning

Music of the Heartland

(Band, Choir, Opt. Strings)

Phil Stonebarger 2.5
Michael Golemo 2.5

Ed Huckeby 25
Steve Giove 3.0
Steve Giove 3.0

Kevin Hanson 3.0
Kevin Hanson 3.0
Michael Golemo 3.0
Michael Golemo 3.0
Alex Hilliard 3.0
Ed Huckeby 3.0

TIMEWORKS INFINITY SERIES
For Symphonic Band - Grade 3.5 to 6

Of Valor (March)
A Marine’s Fanfare

Dedicatory Celebration

Kevin Hanson 3.5.
Steve Giove 4.0
Ed Huckeby 4.0

TIMEWORKS JAZZ SERIES

Cruisin’ & Bluesin’

Salsa Caliente

Phil Stonebarger 2.0
Phil Stonebarger 2.0

TIMEWORKS HOLIDAY SERIES

Auld Lang Syne (CB)
Auld Lang Syne (SO)
Greensleeves (CB)
Holiday for Band (CB)
Birthday Calypso (CB)
Jingle Bells For all (CB)

(Combined All Level — Strings, Band, Choir)

TIMEWORKS CLOCKWORK SERIES

For String/Symphony Orchestra - Grade 2 to 3

(String Orchestra)

Le Berceaux (Faure)

Scherzo Rustique (Cui)

March of / Lit. Tin Soldiers (Pierné) ................

Soiree’ Polka (Foster)

6 Musical Moments (Schubert) .....................

Desiderata

In Memory of Ase

Auld Lang Syne
Gretta’s Waltz

The Entertainer (Joplin)
Wexford Carol

(Full Orchestra)
Dance of the Mountain Wind Stephanie Simon

TIMEWORKS CRITERION SERIES

For String/Symphony Orchestra - Grade 3.5 to 6

(Full Orchestra)
The Star-Spangled Banner Arr. Douglas Gibson

(Christmas, Hanukah, Thanksgiving, Halloween, Themed)

Arr. Kevin Hanson 2.0
Arr. Kevin Hanson 2.0
Ed Huckeby 2.0
Kevin Hanson 2.0
Kevin Hanson 2.0
Michael Golemo 1.0-3.0
Arr. Steve Coldiron 3.0
......................... 2.0

3.0
..................... 3.0

3.5
Douglas Gibson 3.0
Douglas Gibson. 3.0
Arr. Kevin Hanson 2.0
William Murray 20
Arr. Jim Hashman 2.0
Arr. Stephanie Simon 3.5

3.0

3.5



